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I am writing this message from a deserted 

island in the Pacific Ocean.  My ship sank near 

this island in a thunderstorm.  I managed to 

swim and reach the shore.

After I write this letter, I will put it inside a 

bottle and hurl the bottle into the ocean.  I 

hope it will drift with the currents to a shore.

The sun shines hot in the day here, but it is 

chilly at night.  Please help me soon.

Gratefully yours,

Matthew

Essential English Skills – Grade 4 (Practice 3)

 A. Check the correct answers.

1. The simple ____ tense 
is used when talking 
about universal truth.

 A  present

 B  past

 C  future

2. The simple future tense 
contains “___” and the 
base form of a verb.

 A  be

 B  have

 C  will

• tenses

B. Identify the tenses of the underlined verbs.

Present

Past

Future



2

B O N U

S

Essential English Skills – Grade 4 (Practice 3)

C. Rewrite the sentences using the words in parentheses.  Use the 
appropriate tenses and make any other necessary changes.

Check the grammatically correct sentences.

1. Jerry goes swimming at the pool every Sunday.
 (when he was young)

 

2. We finished making the model last Friday.

 (in two weeks)

 

3. Carrie and Ashley joined a summer camp together last year.

 (this coming summer)

 

4. The basketball team will practise this Saturday.

 (every day after school)

 

A  The Fosters have been living here for eight years.

B  The Fosters have lived here for eight years.

C  The Fosters live here for eight years.
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I am writing this message from a deserted 

island in the Pacific Ocean.  My ship sank near 

this island in a thunderstorm.  I managed to 

swim and reach the shore.

After I write this letter, I will put it inside a 

bottle and hurl the bottle into the ocean.  I 

hope it will drift with the currents to a shore.

The sun shines hot in the day here, but it is 

chilly at night.  Please help me soon.

Gratefully yours,

Matthew

Essential English Skills – Grade 4 (Practice 3 – Answers)

 A. Check the correct answers.

1. The simple ____ tense 
is used when talking 
about universal truth.

 A  present

 B  past

 C  future

2. The simple future tense 
contains “___” and the 
base form of a verb.

 A  be

 B  have

 C  will

• tenses

Present

Past

Future

B. Identify the tenses of the underlined verbs.

4

4

hope

shines

sank

managed

will put

will drift
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Essential English Skills – Grade 4 (Practice 3 – Answers)

C. Rewrite the sentences using the words in parentheses.  Use the 
appropriate tenses and make any other necessary changes.

Check the grammatically correct sentences.

1. Jerry goes swimming at the pool every Sunday.
 (when he was young)

 

2. We finished making the model last Friday.

 (in two weeks)

 

3. Carrie and Ashley joined a summer camp together last year.

 (this coming summer)

 

4. The basketball team will practise this Saturday.

 (every day after school)

 

A  The Fosters have been living here for eight years.

B  The Fosters have lived here for eight years.

C  The Fosters live here for eight years.

Jerry went swimming at the pool every Sunday when he was 
young.

We will finish making the model in two weeks.

Carrie and Ashley will join a summer camp together this 
coming summer.

The basketball team practises every day after school.
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