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Essential English Skills – Grade 4 (Practice 1)

•	 reading comprehension

Read the story.

Camping in Algonquin Park

Every summer, my family pack up our van with coolers, tents, backpacks 
filled with supplies, and our red canoe, and head 60 kilometres from 
our house to camp for a week in Algonquin Provincial Park.

It is the oldest provincial park in Canada and also one of its most famous 
because there are so many opportunities to truly enjoy nature.  I love it 
because my family can spend time together without the distractions of 
TV, computers, or cell phones.  Also, we often see amazing wildlife.  Last 
summer, we even saw a mother black bear and her cubs!  Fortunately, 
they were quite far from us.

While camping, we swim, canoe, fish, and hike, looking for animal 
tracks and interesting plants.  We cook dinner on a small camp stove or 
over our campfire.  Because there is no way to refrigerate our food, we 
eat a lot of pasta; I don’t mind, though, because pasta is my favourite 
food.  For dessert, we eat s’mores, which are roasted marshmallows 
and melted chocolate sandwiched between two graham crackers.

One of my favourite parts about camping is that we are very careful 
not to damage our Earth.  We collect only dead wood for fires, keep our 
small amount of garbage tucked safely away in a backpack to dispose 
of when we get home, use no electricity, keep the water clean by using 
biodegradable soap, and ensure that we are never so loud as to disturb 
the wildlife.  We blend into the environment instead of standing out 
from it.
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Essential English Skills – Grade 4 (Practice 1)

A.	 Write the things that the writer’s family pack up their family van 
with.

Things packed:

B.	 Fill in the blanks with words from the passage. 

C.	 Answer the questions.

1.	 Why is Algonquin Park one of Canada’s most famous parks?

	

2.	 What are s’mores?

		

	

1.	 Algonquin Park is the oldest  park in Canada.

2.	 The family look for animal tracks while they  .

3.	 They eat  for dessert.

4.	 They use  soap to keep the water clean.

5.	 They keep their voices down so that they will not disturb the

	  .
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Essential English Skills – Grade 4 (Practice 1 – Answers)

•	 reading comprehension

Read the story.

Camping in Algonquin Park

Every summer, my family pack up our van with coolers, tents, backpacks 
filled with supplies, and our red canoe, and head 60 kilometres from 
our house to camp for a week in Algonquin Provincial Park.

It is the oldest provincial park in Canada and also one of its most famous 
because there are so many opportunities to truly enjoy nature.  I love it 
because my family can spend time together without the distractions of 
TV, computers, or cell phones.  Also, we often see amazing wildlife.  Last 
summer, we even saw a mother black bear and her cubs!  Fortunately, 
they were quite far from us.

While camping, we swim, canoe, fish, and hike, looking for animal 
tracks and interesting plants.  We cook dinner on a small camp stove or 
over our campfire.  Because there is no way to refrigerate our food, we 
eat a lot of pasta; I don’t mind, though, because pasta is my favourite 
food.  For dessert, we eat s’mores, which are roasted marshmallows 
and melted chocolate sandwiched between two graham crackers.

One of my favourite parts about camping is that we are very careful 
not to damage our Earth.  We collect only dead wood for fires, keep our 
small amount of garbage tucked safely away in a backpack to dispose 
of when we get home, use no electricity, keep the water clean by using 
biodegradable soap, and ensure that we are never so loud as to disturb 
the wildlife.  We blend into the environment instead of standing out 
from it.
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Essential English Skills – Grade 4 (Practice 1 – Answers)

A.	 Write the things that the writer’s family pack up their family van 
with.

Things packed:

B.	 Fill in the blanks with words from the passage. 

C.	 Answer the questions.

1.	 Algonquin Park is the oldest  park in Canada.

2.	 The family look for animal tracks while they  .

3.	 They eat  for dessert.

4.	 They use  soap to keep the water clean.

5.	 They keep their voices down so that they will not disturb the

	  .

1.	 Why is Algonquin Park one of Canada’s most famous parks?

	

2.	 What are s’mores?

		

	

coolers tents

backpacks

provincial

s’mores

wildlife

biodegradable

hike

a canoe

It offers many opportunities to enjoy nature.

They are roasted marshmallows and melted chocolate 

sandwiched between two graham crackers.




