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Essential English Skills – Grade 2 (Practice 1)

•	 reading comprehension

Read the passage.

A.	 Which parts of the bear become colder than usual when it 
hibernates?  Check the correct circles and put a cross for the 
wrong ones.

The Bear Truth

Some animals that live in cold climates spend the winter months 

in a long, deep sleep.  This is called “hibernation”.

Bears are animals that sleep in the winter.  They find places like 

caves to sleep in.  When a bear hibernates, it appears to be lifeless; 

its body does not move much.  This is because its heart beats very 

slowly, and its breathing almost stops.  Its feet, tail, and nose (or 

snout) are much colder than usual, but the blood in its body is still 

warm.

A mild winter is bad for bears.  They may wake up and start moving 

around earlier than usual.  Because they are not feeding, they can 

become very thin by the end of the winter.
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Essential English Skills – Grade 2 (Practice 1)

B.	 Check the correct answers.

1.	 Some animals hibernate in the  .

	
A 	 B 	 C

2.	 A bear seems to be  when it hibernates.

	 A  lively	 B  lifeless	 C  lovely

3.	 A bear’s heart  when it is in hibernation.

	
A  beats slowly	 B  beats quickly	 C  stops

4.	 The  of a bear is called a snout.

	
A  foot	 B  tail	 C  nose

5.	 A bear’s blood is  when it hibernates.

	 A  hot	 B  warm	 C  cold

6.	 A bear can be very  by the end of the winter.

	 A  fat	 B  thin	 C  warm
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Essential English Skills – Grade 2 (Practice 1 – Answers)

•	 reading comprehension

Read the passage.

A.	 Which parts of the bear become colder than usual when it 
hibernates?  Check the correct circles and put a cross for the 
wrong ones.

The Bear Truth

Some animals that live in cold climates spend the winter months 

in a long, deep sleep.  This is called “hibernation”.

Bears are animals that sleep in the winter.  They find places like 

caves to sleep in.  When a bear hibernates, it appears to be lifeless; 

its body does not move much.  This is because its heart beats very 

slowly, and its breathing almost stops.  Its feet, tail, and nose (or 

snout) are much colder than usual, but the blood in its body is still 

warm.

A mild winter is bad for bears.  They may wake up and start moving 

around earlier than usual.  Because they are not feeding, they can 

become very thin by the end of the winter.
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Essential English Skills – Grade 2 (Practice 1 – Answers)

B.	 Check the correct answers.

1.	 Some animals hibernate in the  .

	
A 	 B 	 C

2.	 A bear seems to be  when it hibernates.

	 A  lively	 B  lifeless	 C  lovely

3.	 A bear’s heart  when it is in hibernation.

	
A  beats slowly	 B  beats quickly	 C  stops

4.	 The  of a bear is called a snout.

	
A  foot	 B  tail	 C  nose

5.	 A bear’s blood is  when it hibernates.

	 A  hot	 B  warm	 C  cold

6.	 A bear can be very  by the end of the winter.

	 A  fat	 B  thin	 C  warm
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