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Rate and Unit Price

Which is the better buy? 3 pounds of tomatoes for 
$3.78 or 5 pounds for $5.95?

3 lb for $3.78 :

3.78 ÷ 3 = 1.26
The unit price is $1.26 per pound.

5 lb for $5.95 :

5.95 ÷ 5 = 1.19
The unit price is $1.19 per pound.

So 5 pounds for $5.95 is the better buy.

E X A M P L E

• 	 Rate is a comparison between quantities of 
different units.

	 e.g.	 $0.65 per box; 0.5 qt per person;		
	 0.05 mm/sheet; $1.69/lb

• 	 To calculate the unit price, divide the total cost 
by the amount.  Then round the answer to the 
nearest cent if necessary.

• 	 Remember to put the decimal point in the 
correct place in the product or quotient when 
doing multiplication or division with decimal 
numbers.

• 	 To round a number, the digit immediately after 
the digit to be retained must be considered.

A

	 $  / bag

B

	 $  / box

C	 		 D	 	 E

 

	 $  / bottle	 	 $  / can	 	 $  / packet

F	 		 G	 	 H	 	 	 	 	

	 	

	 $  / apple	 	 $  / bottle		  $  / bag

Find the unit price for each item mentally.
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Calculate the unit price for each item.  Round to the nearest 
cent if necessary.

I	 2 kilograms of cereal for $5.20 	 $ 

J	 5 bars of chocolate for $4.50	 $ 

K	 3 notebooks for $1.75	 $ 

L	 2 CDs for $24.80	 $ 

M	 2 pizzas for $12.40	 $ 

N	 6 spicy chicken wings for $4.99	 $ 

Calculate the total cost for each purchase.

O	 3 bottles of orange juice at $0.79 each	 $ 

P	 5 ten-pack pencils at $0.87 each	 $ 

Q	 4 T-shirts at $4.99 each	 $ 

R	 6 hamburgers at $2.60 each	 $ 

S	 2 boxes of laundry detergent at $7.96 each	 $ 

T	 8 correction pens at $3.75 each	 $ 

Find the unit price for each quantity.  Round to the nearest cent if necessary.  Put a  
in the box for the better buy.

U

V
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Solve the problems.  Show your work.  Round your answers to the nearest hundredth if 
necessary.

W	 Susanne’s hair grows 0.32 inch per month.  How long does it grow in  
6 months?

	 It grows  inches in 6 months. 

X	 Peggy saves $12.50 per week.  How much can she save in 5 weeks?

Y	 Gas sells at $2.49 per gallon.  How much do 4 gallons cost?

Z	 Brenda buys 2 quarts of spring water for $1.42.  What is the price per 
quart?

a	 Mark builds a 24.4-yard long fence using 9 posts.  How far apart are 
two adjacent posts?

b	 Bill buys 2 pairs of shoes at $39.95 per pair.  How much does he pay?

c	 6 friends go to Disneyland.  They spend $87.00 altogether.  How 
much does each spend if each spends an equal amount?
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d	 2.5 quarts of soda is divided equally among 8 friends.  How much 
does each drink?

e	 Kate drinks 2 glasses of milk daily.  Each glass contains 0.3 quart of 
milk.  How much milk does she drink per week?

f	 Susan earns $22.50 for 5 hours of babysitting.  Bob earns $12.75 for 
3 hours.  Who is better paid?

g	 3 T-shirts are sold for $14.70.

		a. What is the price for each T-shirt?

b. How much do 5 T-shirts cost?

h	 Baby Sue weighed 3.2 kilograms at birth.  She gains 150 grams per 
week.  How many kilograms does she weigh at 6 weeks?

Draw the 6th pattern in the box.
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