
	

	 6
	 Animal Adaptation
	 • Recalling Facts • Nouns • Words in Context

	 10
	 The Human Heart
	 • Recalling Details • Verbs • Crossword Puzzle

	 14
	 The First Heart Transplant
	 • Fact or Opinion • Adjectives and Adverbs
	 • Words Often Confused

	 18
	 The Incredible Butterfly
	 • Using Information • Pronouns
	 • Root Words and Building New Words

	 22
	 The Atlas
	 • Recalling Details • The Direct Object
	 • New Word Scramble

	 26
	 Disasters at Sea (1)
	 • The Main Idea 
	 • The Direct Object and the Indirect Object
	 • Synonyms

	 30
	 Disasters at Sea (2)
	 • Recalling Facts • The Basic Sentence
	 • Synonyms

	 34
	 Plants – Nature’s Medicine
	 • Recalling Facts • Building Simple Sentences
	 • Antonyms

	 38
	 Education in the Renaissance
	 • Making Inferences • Constructing Simple Sentences
	 • Using Adjectives and Adverbs • Similes

	 42

	 48
	 J.K. Rowling – Her Story
	 • The Main Idea • Prepositions
	 • Making Opposites • Building Vocabulary

	 52
	 Games and Toys of Pioneer Canada (1)
	 • Drawing Conclusions • Prepositions and Objects
	 • Poet’s Corner

	 56
	 Games and Toys of Pioneer Canada (2)
	 • Skimming  • Phrases and Clauses 
	 • Anagrams • Homonyms

	 60
	 Medieval Castles
	 • Finding Supporting Facts
	 • Adjective and Adverb Phrases • Plural Forms

	 64
	 The Thinking Organ
	 • Recalling Details • Conjunctions
	 • Synonyms and Antonyms

	 68
	 The Inca Empire
	 • Recalling Facts
	 • Types of Sentences • Crossword Puzzle

	 72
	 The Origins of Money
	 • Remembering Facts and Making Assumptions
	 • Rules of Capitalization
	 • Haiku Poetry

	 76
	 New France – the Beginning of Canada (1)
	 • Examining Facts
	 • Punctuation: Commas and Quotation Marks 
	 • New Words in Context

	 80
	 New France – the Beginning of Canada (2)
	 • Fact or Opinion • Problem Sentences
	 • Combining Sentences • Word Builder Crossword Puzzles

	 84

	 92
	 Subjects and Objects
	 • Subjects • Objects • Direct Objects • Indirect Objects

	 96
	 Pronouns
	 • Pronouns • Possessive Pronouns • Interrogative Pronouns

	100
	 Verbs
	 • Simple Present Tense • Simple Past Tense
	 • Simple Future Tense	

	104
	 Adjectives
	 • Comparative Adjectives • Superlative Adjectives
	 • Nouns as Adjectives

	108
	 Adverbs
	 • Adverbs • “Good” and “Well”
	 • Changing Adjectives to Adverbs

	112
	 Conjunctions
	 • Conjunctions • “Before” and “After”

	116

	122
	 Sentences (1)
	 • Subjects • Predicates



	126
	 Sentences (2)
	 • Subject-Verb Agreement 
	 • Simple Sentences
	 • Compound Sentences

	130
	 Phrases and Clauses
	 • Phrases and Clauses
	 • Noun Phrases
	 • Prepositional Phrases

	134
	 More on Phrases
	 • Verb Phrases • Verbal Phrases
	 • Adjective Phrases • Adverb Phrases

	138
	 Punctuation
	 • Quotation Marks • Semicolons 
	 • Apostrophes

	142
	 Prefixes and Suffixes
	 • Prefixes • Suffixes 

	146
	 Developing the Paragraph
	 • Paragraphs and Topic Sentences
	 • Body Sentences

	150

	156

	162
	 Seal Island
	 • Using Context Clues • Alphabetical Order
	 • Etymology • Writing a Report

	166
	 More than Candy
	 • Word Meanings • Adjectives and Descriptive Words
	 • Abbreviations • Brainstorming Ideas
	 • Designing an Advertisement

	170
	 The Surprise Holiday
	 • Writing a Story Ending • Word Meanings • Syllables
	 • Using Hyphens • Writing Sentences
	 • Unscrambling Coded Words

	174
	 Hear Ye... Hear Ye! (Part 1)
	 • Word Meanings • Long “e” Sound • Words in Common
	 • Alphabetical Order • Writing a Letter

	178
	 Hear Ye... Hear Ye! (Part 2)
	 • Word Meanings • Writing an Acrostic Poem
	 • Long “a” Sound and “kn” Sound
	 • Guide Words in a Dictionary
	 • Editing and Rewriting Sentences

	182
	  The Case of the Disappearing Fish
	 • Following Clues • Compound Words
	 • Synonyms and Antonyms
	 • Writing Sentences Using Descriptive Language
	 • The Setting of a Story

	186
	 Not a Typical Grandma
	 • Word Meanings • “ou” and “ow” Words
	 • Writing a Fictional or Non-fictional Paragraph
	 • Listing Similarities and Differences

	190

	196
	 Being the Eldest
	 • Writing a Friendly Letter • Word Meanings
	 • Entry Words and Base Words 
	 • Using the Past Tense in Writing

	200
	 The Victory of Lance Armstrong
	 • Word Meanings • “How” and “5 W’s of Writing”
	 • Prefixes • Similes

	204
	 A Rebus Invitation
	 • Rewriting a Rebus Invitation • Making Rebus Sentences
	 • Descriptive Writing • Suffixes

	208
	 A Sporty Gal
	 • Transition Words • Solving Riddles
	 • Rhyming Words • Writing a Rhyming Riddle

	212
	 Cornfield Today, Volcano Tomorrow
	 • Long “o” Sound • Word Meanings 
	 • Onomatopoeia • Writing a Word Cinquain Poem 
	 • Entry Words

	216
	 Nature’s Fireworks
	 • Word Meanings • Persuasive Writing
	 • Topic Sentences and Supportive Sentences

	220
	 A Pet’s Tale
	 • Stanzas • Writer’s Tone • Alliteration • Homophones

	224
	 Camp Wannastay
	 • Word Meanings • Synonyms •Writing a Journal Entry
	 • Words with “gh” • Designing a Poster

	228

	 235

	253
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	 The success of the Harry Potter series of novels for 
adolescents is a modern-day phenomenon.  Millions of copies 
have been sold worldwide.  When its writer, J.K. Rowling, made 
a personal appearance in Toronto at the SkyDome, she drew 

the largest crowd ever recorded for a public reading session.

	 J.K. Rowling is now enjoying fame and wealth but it wasn’t always that way.  When 
she began to write the first Harry Potter book, she was a single mother of an infant 
daughter living on social assistance.  She lived in a tiny rented apartment in Edinburgh, 
Scotland.  She spent time in a local café where she wrote her first story, Harry Potter 
and the Philosopher’s Stone.  This novel completely changed her life. 

	 As a child, J.K. Rowling loved English literature.  She wrote her first real story at 
the age of 6.  It was then that she decided that she wanted to become a writer.  She 
thought writing would be the best occupation because she would be getting paid to 
do something she enjoyed.

	 J.K. Rowling isn’t absolutely sure where she gets the ideas for the Harry Potter 
stories.  The odd names for her characters come from a variety of sources.  Some of her 
characters are loosely based on real people that she knows.  However, once she starts 
to develop the characters, they become different from their source.  The Potter stories 
are not based on Rowling’s life, although most authors put a little of themselves into 
their writing. 

	 Through the Harry Potter series, J.K. Rowling has been credited with increasing 
the interest in reading for children around the world.



49

Complete EnglishSmart
Grade 4

A.	 Circle the letter of the most appropriate statement that gives the main 
idea of each paragraph. 

Why is J.K. Rowling credited with changing the reading habits of children 
around the world?

	

B.	 Answer the question.

Paragraph One
A.	 J.K. Rowling enjoys writing.

C.	 Harry Potter  novels  are 
interesting.

Paragraph Two
A.	 J.K. Rowling is wealthy.

C.	 J.K. Rowling drinks coffee.

Paragraph Three
A.	 Six-year-olds can be writers.

C.	 J.K. Rowling loved literature.

B.	 J.K. Rowling is a popular author.

D.	 Harry Potter is an interesting 
character.

B.	 J.K. Rowling was a poor author.

D.	 Harry Potter saved her life.

B.	 Write when you’re young.

D.	 Don’t write unless you get 

Paragraph Four
A.	 J.K. Rowling writes about people that she knows.

B.	 The characters in her books are sometimes based on real people.

C.	 Her novels are based strictly on her life.

D.	 Her characters are all made up.
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1.	 The children played baseball in the yard.	 	 (	 V	 )

2.	 	 (	 )

3.	 	 (	 )

4.	 	 (	 )

5.	 	 (	 )

6.	 	 (	 )

7.	 	 (	 )

8.	 	 (	 )

9.	 	 (	 )

C.	 Choose eight prepositions and use each to create a sentence.  After 
each sentence, place “N” if the preposition connects a noun to other 
words and “V” if it connects a verb to other words.

•	 A Preposition helps connect a noun or pronoun to another part of the sentence.  It 
also connects a verb to other words in the sentence. 

	 Example:	 The students in the class read quietly. 

	 	 The word “in” connects the subject, students, to the class.  Now we know 
that they are the students from the class.

	 Example:	 He placed his hat on the hook. 

	 	 The word “on” connects the verb “placed” to the word “hook”, which is 
where the hat is placed.

after       down       into       under       inside       near       without

until       beside       at       above       around       below       of

on       for       from       before       among       about       with
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	 1.	 un/im	  prepared	 2.	 dis/un	  appointed

	 3.	 dis/un	  fair	 4.	 un/im 	  proper

	 5.	 im/un	  possible	 6.	 un/dis 	  honour

	 7.	 un/dis	  approve	 8.	 dis/un	  likely

	 9.	 dis/un	  happy	 10.	 in/un 	  complete

	11.	 dis/un	  necessary	 12.	 im/un	  perfect

D.	 Add the proper prefixes to the words to make the opposites.

E.	 Change the word in parentheses in each sentence to a form that fits 
the sense of the sentence.

Example:	 John is (give)  away his bicycle.

	 	 You would place the word “giving” in the space, which is a 
form of the word “give” in parentheses.

1.	 Show (kind)  towards others.

2.	 It was (terrible)  cold outside.

3.	 Be (care)  when you go swimming.

4.	 They were studying the (move)  of the Earth.

5.	 The wedding was followed by a (celebrate)  .

6.	 He was very (help)  when he was needed.

7.	 It was a (beauty)  morning with the sunshine.

8.	 She could not find the (solve)  to the problem.
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